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One East Midlands Health Network
Background Paper
a) Why develop a health inequalities network?

One East Midlands has an ongoing commitment to engage with many voluntary and community organisations (VCS) from across the region.  The engagement of the VCS is critical in terms of assisting in the development of future objectives and priorities.  The Department of Health has also emphasised the importance of actively engaging the VSC as a means of reducing health inequalities, particularly among those groups and communities that often experience barriers to engagement and access to services.  The importance of community involvement as a key means of improving well being and reducing health inequalities has also been recognised by a wide range of organisations, including the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the National Institute for Health and Clinical Guidance (NICE).
 
b) What could a Regional Health Network offer?

A Health Network could promote ongoing engagement and learning with community groups and provide a range of opportunities for a continuing dialogue about health priorities and programmes for the East Midlands.  The way in which the Health Network would be hosted would be consulted on and its functions could include:  

· focusing on what makes local action on well being more effective;
· providing a mechanism for an ongoing dialogue with a range of statutory partners;
· enabling and supporting a wide range of voices from voluntary infrastructure agencies to speak about health inequalities. 

The Health Network could be distinctive in the following ways:

· By focusing on making the East Midlands a healthier place and reducing health inequalities.
· By being led by a working group of voluntary infrastructure organisations with the potential to play an active role in promoting health and reducing health inequalities.
· By offering a flexible level of involvement including members being part of the working group, virtual forums, signing up for regular e bulletins, briefing papers and so forth.
One East Midlands will:

· hold a conference in February 2010 centred on a health inequality issue identified by the Health Network;
· broker key strategic relationships with health stakeholders promoting the VCS and its potential role in addressing health inequalities;
· facilitate a select number of working groups centred on health issues; 
· disseminate information which supports community development and action on health.
c) How will a Health Network be developed?

Voluntary Infrastructure Organisations will be asked to support the development of the network in some of the following ways:

1. Identify network members which could be voluntary sector infrastructure organisations with established networks and membership organisations.
2. Attend and participate in working groups which will be set up to discuss a range of issues including the terms of reference for the Health Network, health priorities for the network to focus on and so forth.
3. Identify new areas for further research.
d) Next steps

If you would like to be involved in helping shape a Health Network for the East Midlands please contact Sophia Skyers or Janet Poorman as follows:


Sophia Skyers e-mail:  sophia@skyers-morris.co.uk

Telephone:  0208 311 4347 (office) or 07956 572983 (mobile)


Skyers-Poorman Research and Consulting
� See NICE public health guidance 9, Community engagement to improve health, Feb 2008 and WHO ‘What is the evidence on effectiveness of empowerment to improve health?’ Feb 2006








